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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


To  the  Bedford  Education  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1920  on  School  Inspection  and  the  work  associated  therewith. 

In  the  years  previous  to  the  War  I  had  reported  generally  on  the 
hygienic  conditions  of  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough.  As 
those  conditions  remain  essentially  the  same,  many  of  the  statements  in 
the  present  Report  must  necessarily  consist  of  repetitions  of  those 
previously  made. 

The  Staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service  consists  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  one  whole-time  School  Nurse  (Miss  Howard  Jones),  and  one 
half-time  Nurse  (Miss  Pilcher),  who  was  appointed  in  August  last,  in 
concert  with  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to  act  as  a  School  Nurse 
and  Health  Visitor.  There  are  two  School  Attendance  Officers  who  act 
always  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Service  and  are  systematically 
supplied  with  information  as  to  all  cases  of  non-attendance  due  to 
infectious  disease  or  contagious  disorders  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  Schools  are  distributed  in  six  groups  as  follows  : — 

The  Harpur  Schools  in  Harpur  Street  and  Horne  Lane,  consisting 
of  a  Boys’,  a  Girls’,  and  an  Infants’  Department. 

The  Goldington  Road  Schools,  comprising  a  Mixed  Department, 
and  an  Infants'  Department. 

The  Clapham  Road  Schools,  similarly  comprising  a  Mixed  Depart¬ 
ment  and  an  Infants’  Department. 

The  Priory  Street  School  for  Infants  only. 


IV. 


The  Q  ueen’s  Park  Schools  consisting  of  a  Mixed  Department  and 
an  Infants’  Department. 

The  Ampthill  Road  Schools  which  comprise  a  Boys’,  a  Girls’,  and  an 
Infants’  Department. 

The  Harpur  Schools  for  Boys  and  Girls  are  old  and  in  many  respects 
ill-suited  for  their  purpose  :  the  best  portion  of  the  buildings  is  the 
Infants’  Department. 

The  Goldington  Road  Schools  are  the  finest  in  the  Town  and  are 
built  on  the  Central  Hall  system.  As  the  length  of  the  Hall  in  each 
block  (Boys’  and  Girls’)  runs  North  and  South,  the  Class  Rooms  on  each 
side  of  the  Hall  receive  their  fair  share  of  sunlight. 

The  Clapham  Road  Schools  are  also  of  comparatively  recent 
construction,  are  of  the  Central  Hall  Type,  and  are  well  lighted. 

The  Queen’s  Park  Schools  are  built  on  the  Central  Hall  plan,  but 
the  length  of  the  Hall  runs  East  and  West  so  that  the  Class  Rooms  on 
the  South  side  get  all  the  sunlight,  and  those  on  the  North  none. 

The  Priory  Street  School  is  a  good  modern  Building. 

The  Ampthill  Road  Schools  were  built  a  good  many  years  ago  and 
subsequently  enlarged.  Man)?  of  the  Rooms  are  cheerless  and  in  winter 
very  cold. 

There  is  a  considerable  space  of  ground  attached  to  each  of  the 
Schools,  which  serves  for  the  purpose  of  play  and  drilling,  and  provides 
a  good  air  space  for  all  the  Buildings.  Additional  ground  will  shortly 
be  acquired  for  extra  playing  ground  at  Queen’s  Park  School. 

The  ventilation  is  on  the  natural  system,  supplemented  in  all  of  the 
Class  Rooms,  except  those  of  the  Harpur  Schools,  by  Tobin’s  Tubes 
and  outlets  in  the  roof. 

The  chief  means  of  warming  the  Class  Rooms  is  by  Manchester 
grates.  Clapham  Road  and  Harpur  Infant’s  Schools  have  radiators  in 
the  Hall. 

All  the  Council  Schools  are  now  provided  with  Electric  light  : 
the  Harpur  Trust  Elementary  Schools  are  lighted  by  Gas,  but  application 
has  been  made  by  the  Committee  to  the  Managers  ot  the  Trust  for  the 
installation  of  Electric  light  in  the  whole  building.  The  daylight 
illumination  in  these  Schools  is  also  defective  :  that  of  the  other  Schools 
is  good. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  old  desks  in  the  Harpur  Upper 
Departments,  all  the  Schools  are  supplied  with  modern  dual  desks,  and 
in  one  or  two  departments  the  older  children  are  supplied  with  modern 
separate  locker  desks. 

Clapham  Road  and  Priory  Infant  Schools  have  been,  supplied  with 
sets  of  ‘infant’  chairs,  and  it  is  intended  to  supply  the  other  Infant 
Schools  in  the  same  way. 
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All  the  Schools  are  provided  with  trough  closets.  This  is  an 
objectionable  system  from  almost  every  point  of  view,  and  were  it  not 
for  the  stringent  financial  conditions  prevailing  I  should  strongly  urge  its 
replacement  by  the  pedestal  system.  In  his  Annual  Report  for  1908,  Sir 
George  Newman,  then  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
wrote  thus  :  “  Trough  closets  are  still  common  in  Schools,  though  some 
Local  Education  Authorities  are  now  introducing  separate  pedestal 
closets  in  their  new  Schools,  which  from  an  educational  aspect  and  from 
the  standpoint  of  health  are  superior  to  any  form  of  trough  closet.” 
The  dimensions  of  the  sanitary  annexes  are  too  cramped,  the  passages 
being  narrow;  further,  the  closets  are  not  sufficiently  lighted;  this  defect 
might  be  easily  remedied  by  the  insertion  of  glass  tiles  in  the  roof  at 
intervals.  The  boys’  departments  are  provided  with  urinals.  The 
drainage  systems  in  the  ‘  Council  ’  Schools  are  efficient  and  with  the 
closets  are  kept  in  good  order  by  the  caretakers.  I  must,  however,  draw 
attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  sanitary  buildings  of  the 
Harpur  Trust  Elementary  Schools. 

In  all  the  Schools  wash  basins  are  provided  ;  in  some  Schools  these 
are  placed  in  the  cloak-rooms,  in  others  in  the  passages  ;  the  latter 
arrangement  is  a  bad  one.  Each  School  is  provided  with  a  standpipe 
and  drinking  cup  in  the  playground.  Very  little  use  appears  to  be 
made  of  the  washing  accommodation  ;  the  educational  value  of  a 
properly  appointed  lavatory  does  not  seem  to  have  been  realized  by 
those  who  planned  or  adapted  the  various  Schools.  Everything  should 
be  done  to  impress  children  with  the  idea  of  the  importance  of  personal 
cleanliness  and  decency.  If  they  do  not  acquire  these  notions  during 
their  school-life  they  are  unlikely  to  acquire  them  at  all.  Many  of  the 
cloak-rooms  are  too  small  ;  in  some  of  the  Schools  pegs  have  to  be 
provided  in  the  passages  as  well.  The  pegs  on  the  stands  are  placed 
too  close  together,  with  the  result  that  the  children’s  clothes  overlap 
each  other.  In  two  of  the  departments  wood  is  used  for  the  pannelling 
of  the  cloak-rooms  ;  tiles  would  be  a  much  more  suitable  material. 
There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  drying  the  clothes  and  boots  of 
the  children.  The  class-rooms  and  cloak-rooms  are  kept  clean,  but  the 
ventilation  of  the  latter  in  some  of  the  Schools  is  imperfect  owing  to 
their  inadequate  size.  Though  these  various  points  offer  themselves  for 
criticism  and  there  is  room  for  improvement,  still  there  is  nothing  that 
seriously  affects  the  health  of  the  children. 

Two  rounds  of  routine  Medical  Inspection  (in  accordance  with  the 
Schedule  of  the  Board  of  Education)  were  made  of  the  three  age  groups, 
Entrants,  Intermediate  and  Leavers,  at  the  various  Schools,  one  before 
the  Summer  holidays  and  one  after.  No  serious  disturbance  of  school 
routine  was  caused  by  the  inspections  and  care  was  always  taken  to 
consult  the  Head  Teachers  before  fixing  the  visits.  The  condition  of 
the  children  was,  as  usual,  taking  it  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory, 
there  being  but  little  serious  disease  among  them  ;  for  the  most  part 
they  are  well  nourished  and  well  clothed;  there  is,  however,  a  perceptible 
difference  in  the  Schools  according  to  the  districts  which  they  serve. 
Parents  always  receive  printed  notice  of  the  inspections  inviting  them  to 
attend  ;  the  attendance  varies  greatly  at  the  different  schools,  and  in 
several  is  much  less  than  might  be  wished. 
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In  regard  to  uncleanliness  there  is  no  doubt  that  matters  are  much 
better  than  they  were  twelve  years  ago,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Nurse  are 
better  appreciated  by  the  parents  than  formerly.  The  old  and  very 
prevalent  belief  that  so  long  as  nothing  was  ‘  alive  ’  the  mere  presence 
of  ‘  nits  ’  did  not  matter  is,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  dying  out,  and  it  is  an 
encouraging  fact  that  the  elder  girls  not  infrequently  seek  the  advice  of 
the  Nurse  of  their  own  accord.  It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the 
year  to  put  in  force  the  provisions  of  Section  122  of  the  Children  Act, 
1908  ;  a  written  and  printed  notice  from  the  Nurse  requesting  the 
mother  to  bring*  the  child  to  the  Clinic  being  all  that  was  necessary. 
Here  the  requisite  treatment  is  given  by  the  Nurse  and  the  mothers 
instructed  how  to  continue  it  at  home.  This  in  nearly  all  instances  they 
are  anxious  and  willing  to  do. 

The  average  number  of  visits  per  anuum  made  by  the  Nurses  to 
each  Department  for  the  purpose  of  Cleanliness  inspection  was  two ;  the 
total  number  of  examinations  made  during  the  year  was  3501,  the 
number  of  individual  children  found  to  be  unclean  being  313.  The  great 
majority  were  suffering  from  ‘  nits  ’  in  the  head  ;  141  children  were 
treated  at  the  Clinic,  the  rest  being  attended  to  satisfactorily  at  home 
by  their  mothers  under  the  direction  of  the  Nurse. 

There  was  the  usual  large  number  of  minor  ailments  and  this 
branch  of  the  work  of  the  Medical  Service  is  greatly  appreciated  by  both 
the  children  and  their  parents. 

The  records  are  kept  on  the  card  index  system;  the  total  attendances 
at  the  two  Clinics  numbered  5,800,  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Unclean  heads 

External  eye  complaints 

Ears 

Scabies 

Ringworm 

Impetigo 

Miscellaneous 


620 

157 

154 

114 

2327 

482 

1946 


5800 


In  the  matter,  however,  of  the  treatment  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  and 
Adenoids  I  beg  earnestly  to  call  the  most  serious  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  question.  Practically  no  treatment  was  secured  for 
this  class  of  defect  during  the  year  and  in  addition  there  was  a  large 
balance  of  untreated  cases  left  over  from  the  preceding  year.  At  present 
the  only  course  open  to  the  Medical  Officer  is  to  advise  parents  to 
consult  their  own  Medical  Advisers  or  to  procure  a  Hospital  Letter. 
Much  time  and  energy  are  wasted  in  following  up  these  cases  to  enquire 
what  has  been  done,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances  it  is  found  that 
nothing  is  done.  In  my  Report  for  1919  I  suggested  that  (i)  either  the 
Committee  should  organize  a  Throat  Clinic  or  (ii)  an  arrangement 
should  be  made  with  the  County  Hospital  ‘whereby  a  special  time  would 
be  set  apart  for  the  treatment  of  cases  sent  by  the  Authority  and  the 
Surgeons  and  Anaesthetists  would  be  paid  for  their  services  on  a  scale 
to  be  arranged  and  would  at  the  same  time  be  required  to  keep  a 
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register  for  the  Committee  if  the  cases  operated  on  and  of  the  results  * 
Unfortunately  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Hospital  when  approached 
did  not  see  their  way  to  such  an  arrangement  and  so  the  present 
haphazard  plan  of  sending  such  cases  as  can  procure  letters  to  the 
out-patient  department  still  continues.  If  it  should  still  prove  impossible 
to  come  to  a  satisfactory  arrangement  with  the  Hospital  your  Committee 
will  be  faced  with  the  necessity  of  starting  a  separate  Throat  Clinic  ;  in 
this  case  it  would  probably  be  advisable  to  approach  the  County 
Authority  with  a  view  to  a  joint  scheme. 

There  is  very  little  Tuberculosis  among  the  schoolchildren  :  all 
cases  are  referred  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Dr.  Welch),  and 
watched  in  close  co-operation  with  him. 

Few  cases  of  Ringworm  were  found  at  the  various  Inspections  as 
they  are  generally  discovered  either  by  the  Mothers,  the  Nurses  or  the 
Teachers,  and  are  at  once  referred  to  the  School  Inspection  Clinic. 
During  the  year,  a  large  number  of  cases  occurred  but  many  of  these 
were  only  slight  affections  of  the  skin,  generally  of  the  face  or  neck,  and 
and  as  they  were  easily  treated  and  cured,  did  not  involve  much  loss  of 
School  attendance  :  this  is  not  the  case  however  with  ringworm  of  the 
head,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  it  is  not  advisable  to  provide  an  X-ray 
installation  for  the  treatment  of  these  cases.  There  was  no  serious 
external  eye  disease. 

The  amount  of  refraction  work  (as  also  other  work)  was  consider¬ 
ably  interfered  with  by  the  serious  illness  of  the  senior  School  Nurse, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  :  however,  all  cases  carried  forward  from 
the  previous  year  were  disposed  of,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  the  new 
cases.  The  greater  number  of  the  defects  of  refraction  were  due  to 
Hyperopia  and  Hyperopic  Astigmatism,  cases  of  Myopia  being  relatively 
rare. 

The  amount  of  crippling  defects  is  happily  very  small  in  the 
Schools,  and  cases  are  easily  dealt  with  in  consequence.  Miss  Stansfeld, 
Principal  of  the  College  of  Physical  Training,  most  kindly  undertakes 
gratuitously  the  orthopaedic  treatment  of  any  cases  recommended  by 
the  Medical  Officer. 

Information  is  at  once  given  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  in  school  children,  which  are  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and,  conversely,  notice  is  given  by  the  Head  Teachers 
of  all  cases  of  non-attendance  known  or  believed  by  them  to  be  of  an 
intectious  nature.  The  year  was  marked  by  the  small  amount  of  Scarlet 
Fever  among  the  Elementary  scholars.  In  March  the  Infant  Depart¬ 
ment  and  one  Class  in  the  Mixed  Department  of  Goldington  Road 
School  were  closed  as  a  precautionary  measure  for  a  week  on  account  of 
Scarlet  Fever  ;  there  was  no  epidemic.  Owing  to  the  abolition  of 
compulsory  notification  of  Measles  it  has  been  found  more  difficult  to 
ascertain  the  existence  of  cases  of  this  disease. 

The  arrangements  for  following  up  have  proved  effective  in  two 
of  the  main  classes  of  work,  viz.,  Dental  and  Refraction  cases,  but  as 
explained  above  have  proved  highly  unsatisfactory  in  the  Throat  cases 
for  the  reasons  already  given.  Skin  and  Ear  cases  have  been  treated  at 
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the  Clinic  ;  the  comparatively  small  number  of  cases  comprised  under 
other  heading's  have  either  been  referred  for  advice  and  treatment  or 
treated  at  the  Clinic  according'  to  circumstances. 

Owing-  to  the  moulders’  strike  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of 
unemployment  in  the  town  towards  the  end  of  1919,  and  in  December 
the  Committee  resolved  that  it  was  expedient  to  put  in  force  the 
Provision  of  Meals  Acts  of  1906  — 1914.  Arrangements  were  made 
with  a  leading  firm  of  contractors  who  kindly  provided  accommodation 
for  the  purpose  in  one  of  their  largest  restaurants.  The  necessary 
public  notices  were  issued  and  the  Head  Teachers  were  instructed  to 
present  the  names  of  all  children  who  in  their  opinion  were  in  need  of 
meals  and  further  information  was  furnished  by  the  School  Medical 
Service,  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  Attendance  Officers.  The  provision 
of  free  meals  commenced  on  December  22nd,  1919,  and  ended  on 
February  18th,  1920.  The  number  of  vouchers  issued  was  114.  The 
number  of  meals  provided  was  7891,  and  consisted  of  3880  breakfasts 
and  4011  dinners.  The  average  attendance  at  breakfast  was  66  and  at 
dinner  68.  The  contractors  charged  3|d.  per  head  for  breakfast  and 
4^d.  for  dinner.  The  meals  were  given  in  the  restaurant  in  the  public 
rooms  ;  the  food  supplied  was  abundant  and  excellent  and  well  served. 
Rations  were  supplied  for  the  Saturday  dinner  and  two  meals  on  Sunday. 
Breakfast  consisted  of  porridge  with  milk  and  syrup  ;  bread  with 
margarine  or  dripping,  and  tea.  Dinner  consisted  of  a  good  meat  soup 
with  bread  (unlimited)  and  of  a  pudding.  There  was  no  restriction  on 
the  number  of  helpings.  Service  was  given  gratuitously  by  the  staff  of 
the  establishment.  A  rota  of  Members  of  the  Committee  and  others 
was  appointed,  but  the  task  of  supervision  fell  almost  entirely  upon  the 
staff  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  Systematic  weighingof  the  children 
was  carried  out  weekly.  In  69  per  cent,  the  average  weight  figure  was 
slightly  above,  in  19  per  cent,  equal  to  and  in  12  per  cent,  very  slightly 
below  the  figure  registered  at  the  beginning.  This  result  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  physical  condition  of  the  children  leads  to  an 
inference  very  creditable  to  the  parents. 
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The  following  is  the  report  of  the  School  Dentist. 

To  the  Bedford  Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1920  on  School  Dental  Inspection  and  work  associated  therewith. 

Since  I  started  this  work  I  have  been  steadily  aiming  to  make  my 
main  object  the  conservative  treatment  of  the  children’s  teeth.  At  first 
this  was  impossible  owing  to  the  unhealthy  condition  of  almost  every 
child’s  mouth.  However,  things  are  very  rapidly  improving,  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  I  was  able  to  make  a  start  in  this  direction, 
and  completed  66  fillings. 

For  the  year  1921  I  am  going  to  put  in  two  sessions  each  week, 
and  shall  then,  I  hope,  be  able  to  fill  every  saveable  tooth,  and  also  to 
include  the  treatment  of  children  of  the  5  year-old  group. 


IX. 


Already  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  note  the  improvement  in  the 
children  who  have  previously  been  to  me  for  treatment.  And  again, 
another  welcome  sign  is  that  parents  are  almost  always  willing-  to  buy 
toothbrushes  at  the  Clinic  ;  so  that  now  hundreds  of  children  are  using- 
them  regularly,  who  before  had  never  owned  one. 

(See  Table  IV.  “  D  ”). 

In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  add  that  every  possible  help  has  been 
given  to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers  of  all  the  Schools. 

I  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  Bower,  l.d.s.,  r.c.s.  (Eng.)., 

School  Dental  Officer. 


In  December,  1920,  owing  to  representations  that  there  was  much 
distress  in  the  town  due  to  unemployment  the  Committee  decided  as 
a  tentative  measure  to  put  the  Provisions  of  Meals  Acts  into  force. 
Arrangements  were  made  with  the  same  caterers  as  before  at  the  rate 
of  5d.  per  head  for  breakfast  and  7d.  for  dinner,  including  service. 
The  meals  were  the  same  as  before,  but  served  in  a  room  belonging*  to 
the  Corporation  and  not  in  a  restaurant.  The  meals  were  discontinued 
on  Jan.  15th,  1921.  There  were  1,321  breakfasts  and  1,369  dinners. 

The  new  premises  acquired  for  the  purposes  of  the  Clinic  next  door 
to  the  Education  Offices  have  not  yet  been  converted  to  their  proper  use 
and  the  work  is  still  carried  on  in  the  building  in  Horne  Lane.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  financial  position  in  the  next  year  may  allow  of  the 
transfer  as  the  present  rooms  are  not  really  suitable  for  the  purpose. 


I  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  B.  WILLMER  PHILLIPS, 

M.A.,  M.D.  (Oxon.),  &c., 


Minch ,  1921 . 


School  Medical  Officer. 


Table  I. 

Number  of  Children  Inspected,  1st  January,  1920,  to  31st  December,  1920. 

A. — ‘  C  ’  Group. 
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Total  Number  of  Individual  Children  Inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer, 
whether  as  Routine  or  Special  Cases. 

No.  of  Individual  Children  inspected. 
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Table  II. 


Return  of  Defects  found  in  the  course  of  Medical  Inspection  in  1920 


Routine  Inspections. 

Specials. 

Number 

Number 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Number 

requiring  to 

Number 

requiring  to 

referred 

be  kept  under 

referred 

be  kept  under 

for 

observation 

for 

observation 

Treat- 

but  not 

Treat- 

but  not 

ment. 

referred  for 

ment. 

referred  for 

Treatment. 

Treatment. 

Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness  : 

... 

15 

2 

2 

Head 

7 

4 

•  •  . 

Body  ... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

'Ringworm  : 

Head . 

•  •  • 

•  •  » 

67 

•  .  • 

Skin  j 

Body... 

Scabies  ... 

... 

... 

39 

18 

... 

Impetigo 

2 

.  .  . 

16 

.  .  . 

v Other  Diseases  (non-Tubercular) 

1 

2 

10 

... 

r  Blepharitis 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

•  •  » 

Eye 

Conjunctivitis  ... 

Keratitis... 

Corneal  Ulcer  ... 

... 

1 

... 

Corneal  Opacities 

.  .  . 

. .  * 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Defective  Vision 

62 

4 

34 

.  .  . 

Squint  ... 

32 

6 

4 

[Other  Conditions 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Defective  Hearing 

2 

1 

2 

•  *  • 

Ear  \ 

Otitis  Media 

8 

3 

5 

1 

I 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

... 

1 

4 

... 

[ Enlarged  Tonsils 

52 

2 

*  «  • 

•  » • 

Nose  and 

Adenoids 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

15 

4 

2 

.  .  . 

.Other  Conditions 

... 

... 

3 

... 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tubercular) 

1 

... 

1 

... 

Defective  Speech 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Teeth — Dental  Diseases 

23 

... 

3 

... 

Heart 

f  Heart  Disease  : 

and 

Organic 

.  .  . 

7 

... 

2 

Circula- 

Functional  ... 

«  .  « 

10 

.  ♦  . 

tion 

[Anaemia  ... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

T  (  Bronchitis 

Bungs  ^Other  Non-Tubercular  Diseases 

2 

3 

•  •• 

1 

... 

... 

f  Pulmonary  : 

Definite 

1 

3 

.  •  . 

Suspected 

Non -Pulmonary  : 

1 

3 

6 

1 

Tuber- 

Glands 

2 

culosis 

Spine... 

Hip . 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Bones  and  Joints.  ... 

... 

.  .  . 

i 

1 

Skin  .. . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  Other  Forms 

... 

... 

... 

Nervous 

[Epilepsy... 

Chorea  ... 

2 

1 

... 

3 

System 

[  Other  Conditions 

4 

1 

... 

Defor¬ 

mities 

[Rickets  ... 

Spinal  Curvature 
|  Other  Forms 

*2 

5 

i 

i 

i 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

... 

12 

it 

12 

Number  of  Individual  Children  having  defects  which  required  Treatment  or  to  be  kept 
under  observation 
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Table  III. 


Numerical  Return  of  ail  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area  in  1920. 


in 

m 

4— > 

rr\ 

hH 

O  ■; 

Blind 

(including  partially  blind) 
within  the  meaning  of  the 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

...  , 

2 

2 

Elementary  Education 
(Blind  and  Deaf  Children) 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the  Blind 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Act,  1893. 

Not  at  School  ... 

... 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

(including  partially  deaf) 
within  the  meaning  of  the 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Elementary  Education 
(Blind  and  Deaf  Children) 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  the  Deaf 

1 

3 

4 

Act,  1893. 

Not  at  School  ... 

•  •  * 

•  .  . 

... 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  De- 

36 

41 

77 

Feeble 

fective  Children 

4 

4 

8 

Mentally 

Deficient 

Minded 

Notified  to  the  Local  Control  Authority  by 
Local  Education  Authority  during  the  year 
Not  at  School  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Imbeciles 

At  School 

Not  at  School  ... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Idiots 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

6 

2 

8 

Epileptics. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Epileptics  ... 
In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Schools  . 

... 

... 

Not  at  School  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

3 

3 

6 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 
Defective  Children  ... 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Schools... 

2 

3 

5 

Not  at  School  ... 

1 

•  •• 

1 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

2 

1 

3 

Crippling 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 

due  to 

Defective  Children  ... 

Tuberculosis 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Schools.. 

Not  at  School  ... 

... 

.... 

... 

Crippling  due 
to  causes  other 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

9 

3 

12 

Physically 

than  Tuber- 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 

Defective 

culo.'is,  i.e., 

Defective  Children  ... 

Paralysis, 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Schools... 

Rickets, 

Not  at  School  ... 

... 

Traumatism 

Other  Physical 

* 

Defectives,  e.g. , 
delicate  and 
other  children 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

5 

5 

10 

Attending  Open-Air  Schools  ... 

suitable  for 

*  *  * 

admission  to 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Physically 

Open-Air 

Defective  Children,  other  than  Open-Air 

Schools  ; 

Schools 

children  suffer¬ 
ing  from  severe 

Not  at  School  ... 

heart  disease 

Dull 

or  Backward 

Retarded  2  years 

Retarded  3  years  ...  *. . . 

•  • 

... 

... 
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Table  IV. 

Treatment  of  Defects  of  Children  during  1920. 


A. — Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

Treatment 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Treated. 

Otherwise 

Total 

Skin — 

Ringworm-Head 

71 

71 

71 

Ringworm-Body 

70 

70 

70 

Scabies  . 

19 

19 

19 

Impetigo . 

56 

56 

56 

Minor  Injuries . 

191 

191 

191 

Other  Skin  Disease 

14 

14 

14 

Ear  Disease . 

27 

27 

. . . 

27 

Eye  Disease  (external 

and  other) . 

18 

18 

... 

18 

Miscellaneous  . 

11 

11 

... 

11 

B. — Treatment  of  Visual  Defect. 


Number  of  Children. 


Re¬ 

ferred 

for 

Refrac¬ 

tion 

Submitted  to  Refraction. 

For 

whom 

Glasses 

were 

pre¬ 

scribed 

For* 

whom 

Glasses 

were 

pro¬ 

vided 

Recom¬ 

mended 

for 

Treat¬ 
ment 
other 
than  by 
Glasses 

Re¬ 

ceived 

other 

Forms 

of 

Treat¬ 

ment 

For 

whom 

no 

Treat¬ 

ment 

was 

con¬ 

sidered 

neces¬ 

sary 

Under 
Local 
Educa¬ 
tion 
Autho¬ 
rity’s 
Scheme 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

By 

Private 

Practi¬ 

tioner 

or 

Hospital 

Other¬ 

wise 

Total 

132 

98 

2 

— 

100 

52 

52 

1 

19 

26 

XIV. 


C.  —  Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Referred  for 

Treatment. 

Number  of  Children. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 
other  Forms 
of 

Treatment. 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme,  Clinic 
or  Hospital 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or 

Hospital 

Total. 

73 

— 

— 

— 

D. — Treatment  of  Dental  Defects. 


1.  Number  of  Children  dealt  with. 


Age  Groups. 

“  Specials  ” 

Total 

5 

6 

7 

8 

q 

io 

1 1 

12 

13 

D 

(a)  Inspected  hy  dentist 

{b)  Referred  for  treatment  ... 

(r)  Actually  treated  . 

(d)  Re-treated  (result  of  peri¬ 
odical  examination)  ... 

33 

138 

98 

11 

2 

2 

3 

... 

337 

• 

.  .  . 

363 

511 

2.  Particulars  of  Time  given  and  of  Operations  undertaken. 


No.  of 
Half 
Days 
devoted 
to 

Inspec¬ 

tion 

No.  of 
Half 
Days 
devoted 
to 

T  reat- 
ment 

Total 
No.  of 
Attend¬ 
ances 
made  hy 
the  Chil¬ 
dren  at 
the 
Clinic 

No.  of 
Permanent 
Teeth 

No.  of 
Temporary 
Teeth 

Total 

No. 

of 

F'illings 

No.  of 
Admini¬ 
strations 
of 

General 
Anes¬ 
thetics 
included 
in  (4) 
and  (6) 

No.  of  other 
Operations 

r£ 

V 

4— ' 

CJ 

d 

X. 

fVl 

hH 

<U 

E 

CD 

4-< 

CJ 

X 

W 

TJ 

<U 

4-J 

C 

CL)  _ 

C  U 
d  <u 

s  « 

S-h  H 

0) 

Oh 

^  <u 

£  H 

<v 

H 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(IO) 

(n) 

6 

36 

1821 

46 

66 

1705 

— 

66 

— 

— 

— 
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Table  V. 

Summary  of  Tteatment  of  Defects  as  shown  in  Table  IV. 


(A.,  B.,  C.,  &  D.  (1)  and  (2). 


Number  of  Children. 

Treated. 

Disease  or  Defect 

Referred 

for 

Treatment 

Under  Local 
Education 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Minor  Ailments  . 

477 

477 

■ 

477 

Visual  Defects  . 

132 

98 

2 

100 

Defects  of  nose  &  throat 

73 

— 

— 

— 

Dental  Defects  . 

363 

511 

— 

511 

Other  Defects  . 

— 

4*  - 

• — 

— 

1045 

1086 

2 

1088 

XVI. 


Table  VI. 


Summary  Relating  to  Children  Medically  Inspected  at  the 
Routine  Inspections  during  the  Year  1920. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  at  the 
routine  inspections  ... 

1473 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from — 

Malnutrition 

15 

Skin  Disease 

5 

Defective  Vision  (including  Squint) 

104 

Eye  Disease 

4 

Defective  Hearing 

3 

Ear  Disease 

12 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease 

75 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (non-tubercular) 

1 

Defective  Speech  ... 

— 

Dental  Disease 

23 

Heart  Disease — 

Organic  ... 

7 

Functional 

10 

Anaemia 

1 

Lung  Disease  (non-tubercular)  ... 

3 

Tuberculosis — 

~  .  fDefinite 

1 

Pulmonarv  \  0  .  j 

-  \  Suspected... 

1 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

3 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System  ... 

7 

Deformities 

7 

Other  defects  and  diseases 

12 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering-  from  defects 
(other  than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or  foot¬ 
gear)  who  require  to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  hot 
referred  for  treatment)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 


(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for 
treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing, 

&c.)  .  . .  185 


(5)  *The  number  of  children  in  (4)  who  received  treatment 
for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defec¬ 
tive  clothing,  etc,)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


*  Note. — See  Remarks  on  page  vi.  of  Report. 
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Table  of  Vision,  1920. 
Boys — 12  years  group. 


L.  6/6 

6/9 

6/12 

6/18 

6/24 

6/36 

6/60 

R.  6/6 

135 

12 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

6/9 

6 

15 

1 

2 

1 

6/12 

4 

4 

• 

1 

6/18 

... 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

6/24 ' 

3 

1 

2 

1 

6/36 

1 

2 

6/60 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

. . . 

6/0 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

Reading- 

Imperfect 

1 

.  r, 

. . . 

XV111. 


Table  of  Vision,  1920. 
Girls — 12  years  group. 


L.  6/6 

6/9 

6/12 

6/18 

6/24 

6/36 

6/60 

6/0 

R.  6/6 

139 

8 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

6/9 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

± 

6/12 

2 

2 

1 

. . . 

6/18 

1 

1 

. 

6/24 

2 

6/36 

2 

1 

6/60 

1 

6/0 

Reading 

2 

Imperfect 

Girls — 8  years  group. 


L.  6/6 

6/9 

6/12 

6/18 

6/24 

6/36 

6/60 

6/0 

R.  6/6 

175 

16 

5 

1 

1 

6/9 

3 

26 

3 

2 

1 

i 

. . . 

6/12 

4 

4 

6/18 

1 

1 

6/24 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6/36 

1 

3 

6/60 

/ 

2 

. . . 

6/0 

. . . 

Reading 

Imperfect 

7 

•  •  • 

Table  of  Illnesses  before  Admission  to  School. 


Number  of  Children 

-Boys,  283  ; 

Girls,  297  ; 

total,  580. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

Per  cent. 

Measles  .  . 

188 

...  229  .. 

.  417 

71.89 

Whooping  Cough 

127 

125  .. 

.  252  ... 

43.44 

Chicken  Pox 

65 

65  .. 

.  130  ... 

22.41 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

14  .. 

19  ... 

3.20 

Diptheria... 

6 

10  .. 

16  ... 

2.75 

No  infectious  illness 

49 

50  .. 

99  ... 

17.06 

276  Mothers  and  7  Fathers  attended  at  the  Inspections. 


Borough  of  Behforh. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  Y ear  1920. 


Public  Health  Department, 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Bedford, 

April,  1921. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 

Health  Committee , 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Sanitary  Inspector  to  your  Authority  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Twenty-Second  Annual 
Report  showing  the  work  done  in  this  Department 
during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ALFRED  WALLACE  MERRIE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SUMMARY. 

No.  of  House  Drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  ...  ...  67 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

No.  of  Schools  and  Boarding  House  drains  tested  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  fee  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  House  Drains  tested  on  complaint  ...  ...  20 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  House  Drains  examined  after  Notification  of  Infec¬ 
tious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  re-tests  made  after  dram  repairs  ...  ...  ...  179 

No.  of  Nuisances  reported  or  discovered  ...  ...  ...  458 

No.  of  visits  of  Inspection  re  Abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  2134 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  and  Town  Plan¬ 
ning  Act,  1909  (Sec.  15)  .  ...  203 

No.  of  Houses  require  cleansing,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  158 

No.  of  Houses  require  repairing,  etc  ...  ...  ...  195 

No.  of  House  yards  require  paving,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  75 

No.  of  Houses  scheduled  for  reconstruction  or  demolition  71 

No.  of  Houses  and  Drains  inspected  under  Public  Health 

Act,  1875  .  . .  492 

No.  of  Houses  require  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  Houses  require  repairing  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

No.  of  House  yards  require  paving  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  Overcrowding  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  130 

No.  of  houses  Overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  308 

No.  of  Patients  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  ...  168 

No.  of  Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 1 1 

No.  of  Houses  require  Internal  cleansing  after  Infectious 

Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  ofi  Articles  put  through  the  Steam  Disinfector  ...  2300 

No.  of  visits  to  Outworkers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  5 1 

No.  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  found  at  same  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  169 

No.  of  Houses  without  Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

No.  of  Houses  with  rainwater  pipes  direct  to  drains  ...  53 

No.  of  visits  to  Houses  let  in  lodgings  ...  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  vists  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  3578 

No.  of  visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Vendors’  Premises  ...  1 3 1 

No.  of  Samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  85 

No.  found  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 

No.  of  verbal  notices  given  to  abate  ...  ...  ...  125 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  to  abate  ...  ...  676 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  to  abate  ...  ...  ...  408 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Public  Health  Act  2 

No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs 
Act 


1 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  notices  served  under 
the  various  Acts  :  — 

Preliminary  Notices,  1920. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over¬ 

crowding. 

P.  H.  A. 
1875.  Sec.  36. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907.  Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907.  Sec.  25. 

Totals. 

3  1 3 

Verbal  125 

22 

'9 

40 

53 

98 

676 

Statutory  Notices,  1920. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 
p.h.a. ,1875 
Sec.  46. 

P.H.A. 

1875- 
Sec.  36. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
I907. 
Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
I907. 
Sec.  25. 

Housing  &  Town 
Planning  Act. 
Sec.  15,  17,  18. 

Total. 

()  + 

I  2 

40 

16 

75 

195 

408 

At  Present  Unabated,  but  Work  in  Hand,  1920. 


Cleansing. 

p.h.a. 

P  H.A.A.A. 

Housing  &  Town' 

Nuisances. 

p.h.a,,  1875, 

1875- 

1907. 

Planning  Act. 

Total. 

Sec.  46. 

Sec.  36. 

Sec.  25. 

Sec,  15  &  17. 

7 

3 

0 

2  I 

45 

NOTE. — 71  Houses  are  scheduled  for  reconstruction  or  demo¬ 
lition  when  alternative  accommodation  is  provided.  The  out¬ 
standing  notices  unabated  in  1919  have  been  complied  with.  Those 
for  1920  will  be  abated  as  soon  as  tradesmen  can  do  the  work, 
orders  having  been  given  for  them  to  do  it. 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION  (P.H.A.  1875)  ♦ 

492  houses  have  been  inspected,  and  I  have  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  22  houses,  16  of  which 
were  inspected  after  Infectious  Disease,  in  which  more  or  less 
internal  cleansing  was  necessary. 

The  usual  notices  under  Section  46,  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
were  served  and  complied  with. 

OVERCROWDING* 

125  cases  were  investigated.  The  fact  that  it  is  impossible 
to  get  houses  owing  to  the  great  dearth  of  housing  accommoda¬ 
tion,  many  houses  have  more  inmates  in  them  now  than  is  desir¬ 
able.  The  front  rooms  (parlours)  have  been  made  into  bedrooms 
and  bed-sitting  rooms,  so  that  the  actual  sleeping  rooms  are  not 
so  much  overcrowded  as  would  appear  from  the  number  of  per¬ 
sons  found  in  the  house,  for  in  only  19  instances  excessive  over¬ 
crowding  of  bedrooms  were  discovered,  and  abatement  of  the 
nuisances  insisted  upon,  and  the  dispossessed  persons  no  doubt 
went  and  crowded  other  houses. 
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There  are  about  120  houses  in  the  town  with  two  families 
living  in  them,  not  all  of  them  being  of  the  artisan  class. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909* 

During  the  year,  203  houses  have  been  inspected  under  this 

Act. 

At  195  houses,  more  or  less  work  was  required  to  be  done  to 
put  them  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair. 

The  following  Table  shows  details  of  the  work  carried  out. 


SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT* 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act. 

No.  of  Workshops  cleansed 

7 

No.  of  Outworkers’  Premises  cleansed 

7 

No.  of  Bakehouses  cleansed 

25 

Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

No.  of  Cowsheds  limewashed 

1 

2 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  limewashed 

No.  of  rooms  in  Common  Lodging  Houses  lime¬ 
washed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

46 

32 

No.  pf  rooms  in  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  cleansed... 

Drains. 

50 

No.  found  blocked  and  cleared 

59 

5 

Nb.  flushed 

59 

5 

No.  found  defective 

42 

13 

No.  repaired 

36 

9 

No.  wholly  relaid 

13 

13 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  fixed 

7 

2 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  repaired  ... 

5 

1 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  stoppers  fixed 

6 

1 

No.  of  chambers  and  manholes  built 

35 

9 

No.  of  new  covers  to  manholes 

35 

9 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  fixed  ... 

10 

1 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  repaired  . 

7 

6 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  fixed 

8 

6 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired 

38 

1 

No.  of  new  gullies  provided  to  sinks 

5 

44 

No.  of  insanitary  traps  abolished 

3 

5 

No.  of  rain  water  pipes  disconnected 

53 

0 

No.  of  rain  water  tanks  cleared  out  . 

30 

0 

No.  of  rain  water  tanks  made  to  overflow  gullies... 

4 

0 
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SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT.— Continued. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

Yards,  Etc. 

No.  of  yards  paved 

3 

70 

No.  of  yard  paving  repaired  ... 

20 

50 

No.  of  right  of  ways  gravelled  and  levelled 

12 

17 

No.  of  division  walls  and  fences  repaired 

2 

9 

No.  of  gates  repaired 

I 

2 

No.  of  ashbins  provided 

4  6 

. . . 

Animals  and  fowls  improperly  kept 

2 

5 

Manure  and  other  offensive  matter  removed 

4 

2 

Manure  pits  rebuilt  or  repaired 

T 

A 

•  •  • 

Houses. 

No.  of  rooms  and  staircases  cleansed 

74 

757 

No.  of  inside  walls  repaired 

74 

757 

No.  of  verminous  rooms  fumigated 

3 

18 

No.  of  damp  walls  remedied 

29 

256 

No.  of  house  floors  relaid  or  repaired 

22 

1 24 

No.  of  window  cords  repaired 

15 

1 17 

No.  of  window  frames  repaired  and  made  to  open 

14 

197 

No.  of  bedrooms  ventilated 

5 

33 

No.  of  firegrates  and  fireplaces  repaired 

i 

53 

No.  of  new  doors  fixed 

3 

1 1 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

5 

44 

No.  of  splashboards  fixed  to  doors 

2 

28 

No.  of  cupboard  doors  repaired 

5 

43 

No.  of  cupboards  cleansed 

5 

T43 

No.  of  pantries  cleansed 

7 

98 

No.  of  pantries  repaired  and  ventilated 

2 

122 

No.  of  coppers  repaired 

5 

67 

No.  of  water  service  pipes  repaired 

2 

27 

No.  supplied  with  separate  service 

2 1 

No.  of  sinks  fixed 

3 

23 

No.  of  sinks  repaired 

5 

16 

No.  of  new  waste  pipes  fixed 

5 

38 

No.  of  waste  pipes  repaired 

7 

4i 

No.  of  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  trapped  ... 

29 

12 

No.  of  outside  walls  repaired 

3 

122 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

13 

9i 

No.  of  spoutings  repaired 

i7 

95 

No.  of  chimney  heads  repaired 

2 

16 

No.  of  outside  passages  limewashed 

1 

2 

No.  of  staircases  repaired 

5 

39 
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SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT.  — Continued. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

W.C.’s,  Etc. 

No.  of  defective  w.c.’s  repaired 

15 

29 

No.  of  w.c.’s  rebuilt 

I 

2 

No.  of  new  pedestal  pans  fixed 

15 

5 

No.  of  Hopper  Pans  fixed 

9 

1 1 

No.  of  filthy  pans  cleansed  ... 

67 

5i 

No.  of  w.c.  seats  repaired 

1 1 

31 

No.  of  w.c.  cisterns  repaired  or  fixed 

81 

67 

No.  of  floors  relaid 

2 

19 

No.  of  w.c.  doors  repaired 

2 

25 

No.  of  lights  provided  to  w.c. 

4 

85 

No.  of  ventilators  fixed  to  w.c. 

1 

39 

No.  of  w.c.  walls  cleansed 

5 

i39 

No.  of  w.c.  spoutings  provided  or  repaired 

1  2 

57 

No.  of  w.c  roofs  repaired 

Outhouses. 

No.  of  defective  ones  repaired  or  rebuilt 

1 

9 

No.  of  floors  relaid  and  repaired 

1 

21 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

2 

22 

No.  of  walls  cleansed 

4 

75 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

2 

26 

No.  of  spoutings  provided  or  repaired 

6 

9 

No.  of  stable  floors  relaid 

1 

•  •  • 

It  may  be  thought,  on  perusal  of  the  above  table  of  sanitary 
work  carried  out,  that  many  of  the  items  are  of  a  small  or  trivial 
nature,  but  small  sanitary  defects  have  a  greater  influence  upon  the 
health  of  the  community  than  many  persons  realise.  Bacteriology 
has  shown  us  what  a  menace  to  health  small  things  can  be. 


Broken  window  cords,  for  instance,  do  not  allow  of  the  win¬ 
dows  being  open;  this  means  foul  air  in  the  room;  foul  air  may 
predispose  the  inhaler  to  consumption,  and  repaired  window  cords 
may  mean  fresh  air  and  good  health. 
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Complaints  are  received  that  there  are  bad  smells  arising  from 
defective  drains  about  the  house ;  on  investigation  the  drains  are 
found  sound,  but  the  gullies  are  dirty,  and  the  waste  pipes  foul, 
and  vitiated  air  passing  up  untrapped  and  foul  waste  pipes  in 
the  house  may  be  the  primary  cause  of  disease  in  those  inhaling  it. 

Damp  wall,  from  the  surface  of  the  garden  being  above  the 
damp  course,  and  the  air  gratings  covered ;  result,  dry  rot  and  bad 
smells  under  the  floor.  Loose  paving  around  sink  gullies,  allow¬ 
ing  soakage  in  the  earth,  a  warm  day,  children  playing  around 
the  gully,  and  diarrhoea  is  the  result;  and  so  on.  It  often  requires 
a  deal  of  proving  before  a  complaining  householder  is  convinced 
that  the  smells  they  have  experienced  have  not  been  from  defective 
drains,  but  from  other  sources. 

No  closing  or  demolition  orders  were  made  in  1920,  but  71 
houses  are  scheduled  for  demolition  or  reconstruction,  and  will 
be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  other  suitable  accommodation  is  obtain¬ 
able  for  the  inmates. 

The  following  gives  situation  of  these  houses:  — 


Number 

of 

Houses. 

. 

- 

Situation. 

Inmates. 

Totals 

Adult. 

■ 

Children. 

6 

Butcher’s  Yard... . 

10 

4 

14 

1 2 

Bell  Court . 

30 

22 

52 

3 

St.  John's  Street  . 

2 

1 

3 

2 

London  Road  . 

5 

4 

9 

4 

Ram  Yard . 

6 

0 

6 

H 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Square  . 

l9 

2 

22 

1 

Paradine  Court  . . 

1 

0 

1 

7 

Queen’s  Row . 

13 

18 

3i 

4 

Tavistock  Place . 

2 

2 

4 

6 

Saddler’s  Court . 

9 

8 

i7 

8 

Chandos  Street . 

8 

10 

18 

4 

Gravel  Lane  . 

7 

J3 

20 

7i 

1 12 

85 

197 

it 


The  number  of  houses  already  closed  is  shown  as  follows  : 


During  the 

Years  1905  to 

1919. 

Locality. 

No.  Closed. 

Rent  Paid 
per  week. 

No.  of 
Inmates. 

No 

Demolished. 

Bell  Court  . 

3 

2/6  to  3/3 

J9 

2 

Parish  Court  . 

4 

i  /4  to  1  / 8 

16 

4 

Chandos  Street  .... 

4 

2/-  to  2/3 

*3 

4 

Spring  Gardens  .... 

8 

i/i  1  to  3;- 

l9 

8 

Gravel  Lane 

3 

3/3 

22 

0 

Christie  Court  .... 

j  0 

1/6  to  3/- 

27 

10 

Graham’s  Yard  .... 

5 

5  y 

1  2 

0 

Paradine  Court  .... 

7 

y  * 

20 

7 

Malden’s  Yard  .... 

8 

y  y 

40 

8 

Castle  Hill  . . 

2 

2h 

7 

2 

Newnham  Street 

2 

2/6 

8 

2 

Gravel  Lane  . 

4 

2/4 

18 

■ 

4 

Priory  Street  . 

3 

2/-,  2  3  &  2/9 

6 

3 

Caidington  Road  . . 

1 

5/3 

5 

1 

Tavistock  Place  .... 

]  0 

2/lO 

32 

1 0 

Balsall  Street . 

1 

3/- 

2 

1 

St.  John’s  Street  ,  . 

T 

A 

3/6 

2 

1 

Stanley  Street . 

I 

5 

0 

Midland  Road . 

2 

£  3° 

0 

2 

Hurst  Grove  . 

26 

£  10 

1 20 

0  , 

Newnham  Street 

3 

2/6  to  3/6 

U 

0 

Hand  Court . 

1 3 

3/-  to  4/- 

41 

0 

Ampthill  Street  . .  .  . 

4 

ih  to  3/3 

12 

4 

Totals  . 

1  25 

436 

74 

HOUSES  IN  THE  BOROUGH  WITHOUT  SEPARATE 

W-C  ACCOMMODATION* 

In  1919  there  were  145  houses  with  71  W.C.s.  At  present 
there  are  126  houses  with  62  W.C.s. 


Allhallows  Lane 

2 

W.C. 

\s  to 

4 

houses. 

Allhallows  Lane 

3 

y  » 

y  * 

5 

>  > 

Allhallows  Lane 

I 

)  ) 

y } 

2 

y  y 

Beauchamp  Row 

I 

y  y 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

Beauchamp  Row 

I 

y  y 

y  y 

2 

y  y 

Beauchamp  Row 

I 

y  y 

y  y 

2 

>  y 

Bell  Court  . 

...  2 

y  y 

y  y 

4 

>  y 

Bell  Court  . 

....  2 

y  y 

y  y 

4 

*  > 

Butcher’s  Yard 

...  2 

y  y 

y  y 

6 

y  y 

Castle  Hill  . 

...  2 

y  y 

y  y 

3 

y  y 

Houses  without  Separate  W.C,  Accommodation — Contd. 


Chandos  Street 

2 

y  y 

±2 

3  y  y 

Chandos  Street 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

6  yy 

Chandos  Street 

1 

y  y 

y  y 

2 

Chandos  Street 

1 

y  y 

y  y 

2  ,, 

Gravel  Lane  . 

0  •  •  • 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

4  >  > 

Greenhill  Street 

2 

yy 

y  y 

5  y  y 

Hassett  Street 

3 

y y 

yy 

5  y, 

Ram  Yard  . 

1 

y ) 

y  y 

2  ,, 

Richbell  Court 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

7  >  > 

Roise  Cottages 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

7  >  y 

Sadler’s  Court 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

6  ,, 

St.  Cuthbert’s  Square  ... 

6 

y  y 

y  y 

12  „ 

St.  John’s  Place 

5 

y  > 

y  y 

10  ,, 

Thurlow  Street 

3 

y  y 

y  y 

5  „ 

Tower  Court 

1 

y  y 

y  y 

2 

Tavistock  Place 

1 

y  y 

y  y 

3  ,, 

Tavistock  Place 

2 

y  y 

y  y 

4  „ 

Tavistock  Place 

1 

y  y 

y  y 

2  „ 

Tavistock  Place 

1 

y  y 

yy 

3  y  y 

Union  Street 

1 

1  y 

y  y 

2  ,, 

y Total  . 

. 

62 

y  y 

y  y 

126  „ 

In  2  instances  there 

are  3 

houses  to  1 

W.C. 

In  2 

»  5 

y  y 

2 

W.C.’s. 

In  2 

M  7 

yy 

2 

w.c.’s. 

In  3  ,,  ,, 

>  >  3 

y  y 

2 

w.c.’s. 

In  2  ,,  ,, 

>  >  5 

y  y 

3 

w.c.’s. 

remaining  houses  have  I 

W.C. 

to 

2  houses. 

The  accommodation  for  the  above  houses  is  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  occupiers,  although  they  would  prefer  to  have 
separate  ones,  but  this  cannot  be  enforced. 


Houses  not  Connected  to  the  Sewage  System. 


Pail  Closets. 

Earth  Closets. 

• 

Cesspools, 

Midden. 

Septic  Tank. 

1920. 

1912. 

1920. 

1912. 

1920. 

1912. 

1920. 

1912. 

1920. 

1912. 

4 

4 

7 

16 

6 

6 

3 

3 

r 

1 

1 3 


NUISANCES* 

The  438  Nuisances  discovered  or  reported  at  the  office  (in¬ 
cluding  those  found  during  house-to-house  inspection)  were  of  a 
varied  nature.  In  125  instances,  verbal  intimation  to  persons 
responsible  was  sufficient  to  procure  the  abatement  of  the  nuisances, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  number  shown  in  the  last  table, 
have  been  abated. 

21  complaints  were  received  at  the  office  in  respect  to  bad 
smells  emanating  from  street  sewers.  These  complaints  were  at 
once  handed  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  had  the  matter  in¬ 
vestigated. 

In  14  instances  complaints  were  received  from  householders 
relative  to  the  non-removal  of  house  refuse.  These  were  at  once 
communicated  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  who  had  them  attended 
to. 


DRAIN  TESTING* 

On  request  67  house  drains  were  tested,  and  the  sanitary  fit¬ 
ments  reported  upon,  for  which  £$o  5s.  was  received,  and  paid 
into  the  District  Fund.  At  34,  defects  of  more  or  less  serious 
nature  were  found.  In  12  instances  a  new  4-in.  drain  was  laid  under 
modern  conditions,  four  intercepting  traps  being  fixed.  The  de¬ 
fects  at  the  other  houses  were  remedied  and  passed  after  re¬ 
testing. 

20  drains  were  tested  on  complaint,  and  in  13  instances  were 
found  defective,  7  of  them  were  relaid,  and  6  were  repaired. 

139  drains  were  examined  after  notification  of  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  house,  and  in  16  instances  were  found  defective 
and  remedied.  The  defects  were  not  of  such  a  serious  nature 
as  to  be  the  probable  cause  of  the  disease  in  the  house. 

PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS* 

44  drains  of  the  Schools  and  Boarding  Houses  in  connection 
with  the  Schools  were  tested  and  a  report  sent  to  the  Governors 
and  Boarding  House  Masters.  Defects  were  found  in  2  instances 
and  were  remedied. 

The  same  inspection  was  made  at  the  Kindergarten  and  other 
Schools,  no  defects  being  found. 

^44  5s.  was  received  for  this  work,  and  paid  to  the  District 
Fund. 


SANITARY  DUST  BINS* 

46  notices  to  provide  proper  Galvanised  Iron  Dust  Bins  have 
been  served,  and  in  36  cases  these  dust  bins  have  been  provided ; 
but  it  is  still  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  procure  them  promptly. 

Since  1910,  3,523  dust  bins  have  been  provided,  in  lieu  of 
old  boxes,  etc. 
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COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS* 

At  the  end  of  1920  the  Register  contained  the  names  of 
persons  keeping  2  Cowsheds  and  47  Milkshops,  together  with 
the  names  of  3 7  purveyors  of  Milk.  15  of  the  latter  reside  out¬ 
side  the  town,  but  retail  milk  within  the  Borough. 

The  Food  Inspector  has  on  13 1  occasions  visited  the  pre¬ 
mises  of  Cowkeepers  and  Milk  Vendors. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES* 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Borough  number  23,  yearly 
licences  being  granted  by  the  Authority  to  18.  The  Food  In¬ 
spector  has  made  3,578  visits  to  them.  (See  report  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health). 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES* 

There  are  3  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough,  viz., 
Frying  of  Fish,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealing,  and  Storing  of  Hides, 
Skins,  and  Fat.  , 

The  following  are  the  situation  where 
carried  on  in  the  Borough :  — 


Fish  Frying  (12). 

26,  Ford  End  Road. 
66,  Iddesleigh  Road. 

2,  Harpur  Street. 
59,  St.  John’s  Street. 
37,  Muswell  Road. 
37,  Park  Road,  E. 
62,  Tavistock  Street. 
108,  Grey  f  riars  Walk. 

1,  Great  Butts  St. 
34,  Denmark  Street. 
22,  The  Broadway. 

2,  Althorpe  Street. 


Rag  and  Bone  (4). 

Gwyn  Street. 
Beckett  Street. 
Hassett  Street. 
Midland  Road. 


“  offensive  trades  ”  are 

Hides  and  Skins  (2). 

Gwyn  Street. 

Roise  Street. 


The  Bye-Laws  regulating  these  premises  have  been  observed, 
and  very  few  complaints  have  been  received.  There  have  been,  as 
a  rule,  complaints  of  smells  generally  in  Summer  time  on  Sundays, 
when  butchers  have  brought  bones  to  the  places  on  Saturday  night, 
so  as  not  to  have  the  smells  in  their  own  slaughter  houses  or  shops 
during  Sunday. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS* 

There  are  36  houses,  with  90  rooms,  on  the  Register.  49  visits 
of  inspection  have  been  made  to  them,  and  they  are  kept  in  a 
fairly  good  sanitary  condition, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES* 


During  the  year  308  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  houses  were  visited,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  cases  entered  in  the  Register  for  the  information  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

21 1  rooms  were  disinfected,  and  2,300  articles  put  through 
the  Steam  Disinfector. 

£$  1 8s.  has  been  received  during  the  year  for  disinfection 
of  rooms,  which  sum  has  been  paid  into  the  District  Fund. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL* 

26  patients  paid  during  the  year  £208  8s.  5d.,  which  sum 
has  been  paid  into  the  District  Fund. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES* 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  register  number  4,  with 
96  beds,  2  being  houses  which  are  also  licensed  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicants.  169  visits  were  made  to  these  houses,  many  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  no-  fault  could  be 
found  with  the  manner  in  which  we  found  them  conducted,  the 
Bye-Laws  being  strictly  observed. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  as  occurring  among 
the  inmates,  but  2  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  of  persons 
who  had  been  living  at  one  of  the  houses,  after  they  had  been 
removed  to  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  houses,  the  number  of 
beds  in  each  house,  and  the  number  of  beds  occupied  during  the 
year  1920,  as  shown  by  the  Weekly  Returns. 


8a,  Tavistock  Place. 

“The  Cock.” 

6  Rooms.  50  Beds. 

4  Rooms. 

22  Beds. 

1920. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Total. 

1st  Qr.  . 

.  1469  273 

1742 

810 

810 

2nd  Qr.  . 

.  1444  272 

1716 

722 

722 

3rd  Qr.  . 

.  1555  260 

1815 

642 

642 

4th  Qr.  . 

.  1595  268 

1863 

846 

840 

Totals 

....  6063  1073 

7136 

3020 

3020 

Average  per  night  ..  19-5 

Per  night 

..  8-2 

“  The  Royal  Oak. 

“  The  White  Hart.  ” 

Totals. 

4  Rooms. 

17  Beds. 

2  Rooms. 

7  Beds. 

For  96  Beds. 

1920. 

Males. 

Total. 

Males, 

Total. 

Males. 

F’mTs. 

Total. 

1st  Qr . 

220 

220 

580 

580 

3078 

273 

3352 

2nd  Qr . 

241 

241 

529 

529 

2936 

272 

3208 

3rd  Qr . 

519 

519 

434 

434 

3150 

260 

3410 

4th  Qr . 

593 

593 

498 

498 

3532 

268 

3800 

Totals 

1573 

1573 

2041 

2041 

12697 

1073 

13770 

Average  per  night  . . 

4-3 

per  night 

..  5-5 

per  night 

37*7 

1918 .. ..  14042  Males  ;  942  Females  ;  Total  14900. 

1919. . . .12319  ,,  1113  „  „  13432. 

A  point  for  serious  consideration  in  respect  to  these  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  is  the  imminent  probability  of  three  of  them, 
viz.,  “  The  Royal  Oak,”  “  The  Cock,”  and  "  The  White  Hart,” 
being  closed,  as  these  premises  are  for  sale,  as  the  licences  to  sell 
intoxicating  liquors  at  these  houses  have  been  cancelled  by  the 
Licensing  Magistrates,  and  compensation  paid  to  the  tenants. 

“  The  Cock  ”  and  the  “  White  Hart  ”  are  old  Registered 
Common  Lodging  Houses,  and  have  been  in  existence  since  1854. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  returns  show  that  there 
were  5,061  “  occupied  beds  ”  in  these  houses. 

The  closing  of  these  Common  Lodging  Houses  means  that 
there  will  be  a  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  class  of  people  using 
them. 

The  question  therefore  arises  as  to  where  these  people  will  go 
to  and  what  effect  it  will  have  on  the  community,  if  private  enter¬ 
prise  does  not  cater  for  this  class  of  people. 

STATUTE  FAIRS* 

The  dwelling  vans  of  the  Showmen  who  visit  the  Town  for 
the  purpose  of  attending  these  fairs  were  all  inspected. 

No  cases  of  sickness  were  discovered  among  the  occupiers. 
The  condition  of  the  vans  was  satisfactory,  though  I  believe  some 
of  them  were  overcrowded  at  night. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS* 

85  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  have  been  purchased  during 
the  year,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  purpose  of 
analysis. 

74  samples  were  certified  as  genuine,  and  1 1  samples  as 
adulterated. 

For  detailed  Tables,  see  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901- 

The  Tables  in  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
have  been  compiled  from  the  Registers  which  are  kept  as  required 
by  Section  131.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  604  Factories, 
Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Domestic  Workrooms  on  the  Regis¬ 
ter,  of  which  the  following  list  shows  the  different  occupations:  — 


Occupation. 

Factories, 
etc.,  where 
Motive  Power 
is  used. 

Workshops 

Domestic 

Workshops. 

.  i 

Outworkers. 

Workplaces. 

Dressmakers,  Milliners, 
Mantle  Makers,  Costumers 
etc . 

1 

96 

34 

. 

1 0 

.  . 

Tailors . 

•  • 

39 

39 

60 

I 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  .  . 

1 

2  5- 

29 

1 6 

•  • 

Builders,  Carpenters,  and 
Cabinet  'Makers . 

7 

27 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Printers  . 

18 

•  • 

a 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairs, 
etc . 

6 

22 

1 

•  • 

Marine  Stores . 

#  # 

•  • 

,  oJ  ‘i1 

4 

Painters  . 

,  # 

1 1 

•  • 

Plumbers . 

27 

,  ,  —  •  -  - 

Upholsterers  . . 

•  • 

6 

3 

I  0 

Coach  Builders  and 
Wheelwrights  . . 

9 

Chaff  Cutters  . 

5 

,  . 

2 

Sugar  Boilers  . 

3 

Cab  Yards  . 

,  , 

,  , 

1 2 

Laundries .  .  . . 

3. 

3 

Watch  Makers . 

1  2 

8 

Breweries . 

5 

,  , 

Shoeing  Smiths  . 

.  • 

3 

Electro  Platers  . 

i 

Wood  Turners . 

2 

.  # 

Bedding  Manufacturers. 

,  , 

•  r*- 

•  • 

Rope  Makers  . 

«  . 

■  ■ 

1 

Engineers  . .  .... 

H 

.5  ] 

•  • 

Masons’  Yards . . 

2 

i 

. 

->  *  . 

■  d 

Sale  Yards 

•  • 

■■ 

2 

Coal  Yards  . . 

.  • 

•  . 

.  c  • 

3 

Dyers  . . . . 

.  • 

2 

*.  . 

Gunsmiths  L\ .  .  ... 

.  .  . 

'j 

•  . 

•  • 

1  . ;  ,  ;  " 

.4*  l  ' 

■  -  ■  -•  :  : 
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Factories  and  Workshops  Table. — C ontinued. 


Occupation. 

Factories, 
etc.,  where 
Motive  Power 
is  used. 

Workshops. 

Domestic 

Workshops. 

• 

Outworkers. 

Workplaces. 

Aerated  Water 

Manufacturers  .... 

3 

I 

Picture  Frame  Makers  .  . 

•  • 

I 

Millers  . 

3 

•  • 

•  • 

Card  Board  Box  and 

Bag  Makers . 

•  • 

I 

•  • 

Photographers  . 

•  • 

5 

3 

Wood  Cutters . 

3 

1 

1 

I 

Bat  Works  . 

i 

•  « 

Engravers  . 

•  • 

1 

Umbrella  Makers  . 

•  • 

1 

Timber  Yards  ....  . 

4 

•  0 

Boat  Builders  . 

1 

1 

Saddlers  . 

3 

3 

Bakehouses  . 

54 

Basket  Makers . 

,  • 

3 

•  • 

Fish  Curing . 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

China  Rivetting . 

•  « 

1 

Chocolate  Making . 

1 

•  • 

•  ■ 

Totals. . . . 

82 

_ 

355 

1  34 

I  02 

33 

HOME  WORK* 

Occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops  are  compelled  to  keep 
lists  of  names  and  addresses  of  persons  employed  by  them,  to 
execute  work  at  their  own  homes,  and  to  forward  copies  of  such 
lists  to  the  Local  Authority  in  February  and  August  of  each  year. 
Prescribed  forms  of  lists  are  forwarded  to  the  various  trades¬ 
people  who  employ  persons,  so  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  non¬ 
delivery  of  the  lists. 

70  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  Factories  and  Work¬ 
shops  as  to  keeping  and  sending  of  lists. 

42  lists,  containing  the  names  of  102  persons,  have  been 
received.  These  lists  are  of  great  assistance,  as  when  a  case  of 
infectious  disease  is  notified,  a  glance  down  the  list  will  show  at 
once  whether  any  home  work  is  being  done  at  the  infected  house. 
Each  outworker’s  residence  was  visited,  and  in  9  cases  the  cleans¬ 
ing  of  the  rooms  used  as  workrooms  was  order  and  carried  ouL 


19 


BAKEHOUSES* 

There  are  54  Bakehouses  on  the  Register,  of  which  13  are  at 
present  unoccupied;  none  of  these  come  under  the  definition 
“  Underground  Bakehouses,”  as  laid  down  by  Sec.  101,  of  the 
Factory  Act. 

In  25  instances  the  periodical  limewashing  was  found  to  be 
overdue,  and  on  the  necessary  orders  being  served,  this  was 
remedied. 

In  1 1  instances  no  register  was  in  evidence.  No  other  cause 
of  complaint  was  found  on  the  many  visits  of  inspection  which 
were  made. 


REPORTS  OF  H*M*  INSPECTOR  OF  FACTORIES* 

During  the  year  4  notices  of  contravention  of  the  Act,  and 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector,  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to  remedy  it.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  8  notices  of  occupation  of  workshops  were 
received  from  him,  and  same  were  entered  in  the  register. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman,  again 
I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  continued  valuable  support  in  the 
carrying  out  of  my  duties,  and  for  your  kind  consideration  in  all 
matters  I  have  brought  before  you. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  Wallace  Merrie, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


